Actions to Conserve Energy Undertaken by Staff

· An energy saving boiler was purchased for the staff room. This is now used to make tea instead of two separate kettles, which were constantly being boiled at different times during the day. We will monitor the energy usage over the next three months to observe any difference/savings it makes. 

· A laser printer has been installed to reduce the amount of energy and ink being used by a normal printer. All teachers use this printer, rather than using separate printers. 
· Teachers changed their printer properties in Microsoft Word to Mono/Greyscale. 
· Teachers use narrow margins and photocopy on both sides of the page. 

· We recycle signs so they can be used annually e.g. St. Patrick’s Day, Halloween, Christmas and Grandparents’ Day. 

· Boxes of imperfect A4 card were donated by a parent who works at a printing company. Teachers have been using this card (which otherwise would have been dumped) for art, worksheets and printing purposes. 
· Teachers and pupils ensure that all lights are switched off at small break, big break and home time. 

· Throughout the day, teachers use half the lights or turn them off fully depending on the amount of daylight. 

· At big break, teachers put their computers into hibernate mode and switch off the projector completely. This saves 30 minutes of electricity usage in nine classrooms. 
Miss Casey has been using her power of ‘stealth’ to sneak into the staffroom environmentally friendly E-cover dishwasher tablets and Fair Trade tea bags (which are also better for the environment). 
Over the next two months, we will see whether or not the teachers have noticed the difference in the taste of the tea or cleaning power of the dishwasher tablets. We hope that soon we will be able to change to environmentally friendly products in the staffroom. 
We are beginning more and more to ‘text a parent’ rather than sending a note home when no response is needed.
Teachers are encouraged to recycle and lead by example:

1.
Reuse newspapers, magazines (In Touch), empty toilet rolls, sweet/biscuit tins, jars for Art etc.
2.
Encourage the children to bring in clean butter boxes with lids to store their pencil parings.
3.
Use scrap paper for rough work instead of using new paper.
4.
Repair items instead of throwing them away.
Jennifer is the caretaker of Kildangan N.S. and is a member of the Green School committee. 

Jennifer’s list of recycling jobs is completed daily in each classroom thus recycling was carried out inside and outside the classroom. 
These jobs include:

1.
Bring paper bin to the big green paper bin (located at the white door).
2.
Bring compost to the main compost bin (located at the white door).
3.
Bring plastics (which have the recycle mark/stamp) to the plastic bin.
Jennifer also asks the children to close the blinds and windows at the end of every day. It is each individual teacher’s job to turn off the laptop when they leave the room (as teachers stay in the classroom after the children have left at home time). 

